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Mrs. Gage
English 6


Welcome to a new school year! This handout will outline classroom policies and procedures for Mrs. Gage’s classroom. If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me via e-mail or schedule an appointment to meet in person at any time.
Contact info:  kgage@spectrumcharter.org   and   801-936-0318 ext. 3210
Class website:  learningwithmrsgage.weebly.com
General Classroom Rules:  
                  Be punctual.              Be prepared.        Be polite and positive.                        Be respectful.         Be kind.            Be ready to learn!
Preparation for Class: Students are required to bring a pencil, planner, and completed homework/assignments to class each day. Students should have an independent reading book each day, just in case. The library, along with a class collection of books, is always available to assist in this process.
By the end of the year, students will KNOW and UNDERSTAND:

· Key Ideas and Details
· Craft and Structure
· Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
· Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
· Text Types and Purposes
· Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence
· Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of the relevant content.
· Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.
· Production and Distribution of Writing

· Research to Build and Present Knowledge

· Range of Writing

· Conventions of Standard English

· Knowledge of Language

· Comprehension and Collaboration

· Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

Grade Categories:

(Student grades can be accessed online via compass.spectrumcharter.org)

Students will be graded according to their participation and mastery of content. The grading scale is as follows:
	A
	94 – 100%

	A-
	90 – 93%

	B
	84 – 89%

	B-
	80 – 83%

	C
	74 – 79%

	C-
	70 – 73%

	D
	60 – 69%

	F
	59% and below


Citizenship:

Each student’s citizenship grade is based on behavior and unexcused absences. Possible citizenship grades:
H: Honors
S: Satisfactory
N: Needs Improvement
U: Unsatisfactory

· Behavior: An N or U can be earned based on breaking class rules after a teacher intervention. Frequently breaking rules after an intervention will earn an N and consistently breaking class rules after an intervention will earn a U.
· Unexcused Absences: If a student has 3 to 5 unexcused absences, an N will be earned. If a student has 6 or more unexcused absences, a U will be earned. Every 3 tardies will count as 1 unexcused absence for the purpose of determining citizenship grades.
· An N or U on a student’s transcript will result in a hold. To eradicate an N, a student must attend the Citizenship Counseling Session after school for the term that it is given. To eradicate a U, a student must participate in 2 hours of community service at Spectrum Academy. This must be arranged through a guidance counselor or principal.
Attendance Policy
Please refer to Spectrum Academy’s school policy.
Homework Expectations:

Late Work and Absences
· Late work will be accepted up to two weeks past the due date.
· For each day the work is late, 10% will be deducted from the score. The maximum that will be deducted is 50% if it is turned in within the two weeks allotted.
Excused Absences: 

· Students with excused absences will receive the same number of days they were absent to complete their assignments. For example, if you are absent for one day, you will receive one extra day to complete the assignment. On the day you return, you should ask myself or Mr. Luke what you have missed either before or after class. 
· If you are absent the day a long-term assignment, paper, or project (anything other than a weekly homework assignment) is due, it will be due the day you return. 
Vacations: 
· Vacations are considered unexcused absences. Do not expect to receive make-up packets, extra time, or any other special arrangement for long-term absences due to vacations. These situations will be addressed on an individual basis.
Extra time: 
· Many students have “extended time on assignments” as an accommodation in their IEPs. If this is the case for you, I will be happy to accommodate you! The standard “extra time” for a weekly assignment is one extra day and it varies for each longer project (usually time-and-a-half). If you feel that you will need more than this extra time, you must see me prior to the due date. It is best to talk to me the day I assign the homework or the project so we can work out a new due date. Students that ask for extra time as I am collecting the homework will not be given it.
Missed Work: 

· It is the student’s responsibility to obtain the homework assignments, notes & any other pertinent information that is missed during an absence. Class website can help with this process. 
· Missed work due to an absence: Students have additional time (up to 3 days) to complete make-up assignments for full credit. After 3 days, the assignments will be marked late and credit will be reduced by 50%.
Classroom Behavior Policy:
Classrooms will be working on a tiered behavior system identified by colors. Green indicates good behavior. Yellow indicates that a warning has been given (ex. off task, disruptive, work refusal, minor offenses). Red indicates that the child is exhibiting unsafe behaviors (physical contact, stealing, threats, 
In each class, students will have the opportunity to earn a stamp that they may use toward purchasing items at the school store. In order to earn a stamp the student will need to be: 
1. On time
2. On task
3. Respectful 
4. Prepared 
Students will receive a verbal warning if they are not doing what is expected of them and will have the opportunity to earn the stamp back with good behavior. If the student does not take the opportunity to try and change their behavior, they will not receive a stamp. 

A student will automatically go to red if one of these behaviors is displayed: 
physical contact, stealing, threats, swearing, disrespecting school property, bullying etc. 
**Students that are put on "red" will have the opportunity to earn their way back to green, at the teacher's discretion. 
PRINTED STUDENT NAME:   __________________________________

We have reviewed the course syllabus and classroom procedures for Mrs. Gage’s 6th grade English class.
Parent/Guardian Signature
 

Student Signature
   

        Date

Phone numbers where parent/guardian can be reached.   
________________ primary










________________ alternate
Email Address:  _______________________________  
Parent Forms
** You only need to fill this out if your student is in my homeroom. **
Although we here at Spectrum Academy are well qualified and very good at what we do. YOU are the expert on your student. Please take the time to fill out the attached forms for basic contact information, as well as helpful information on your student.

Thank You!

Mrs. Gage 
Student Information Form
Student Name ______________________________________

Nickname __________________________________________

Birthdate __________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name(s)/ Occupations
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Contact Info.


Phone (work) __________________________
_____________________________


Phone (cell) ___________________________
_____________________________

            Email ________________________________
_____________________________


Which is the best way to contact you? _______________

My student’s strengths and interests are… ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Things I would like to see my student improve on socially and academically during the 2012-2013 school year are… ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

When my student is struggling to maintain appropriate behavior, I find it best to… ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Things that can negatively impact my student (triggers) include: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Does your student have food allergies? If yes, what are they?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Other important information about my student ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Excited for a fun year!

-Mrs. Gage

